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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
 

Community Overview & Scrutiny Panel 
 

Minutes  
 

14th December 2015 
 
 
PRESENT: Councillor A. Banks (Chair) 
 

Councillors: S.A. Ellis, D. Grocott, B. Hughes, L. Lea,  
L.A Malyon, T. McNicol, J.P. Redfern, T. Riley and P. Wood. 

 
 
APOLOGIES: Councillors: C.J.S Atkins, J. Bull, M.M. Lovatt, C. Pearce and 
   D. Shaw. 
 
 
 

16. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 5TH OCTOBER 2015 (16) 
 
DECIDED: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Panel held on the 5th October 

2015 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair. 
 
  

17.  ITEMS CONSIDERED AT THE MEETING OF THE STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE 
AND CRIME PANEL HELD ON THE 4TH NOVEMBER 2015 
 
DECIDED: That the items considered at the Meeting of the Staffordshire Police and 

Crime Panel held on 4th November 2015 be noted. 
 
 

18. URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS    
 

    There were none. 
 

 
19. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   

 
  There were none. 
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20. QUESTIONS TO PORTFOLIO HOLDERS (20) 
 
 There were none. 
 
 

21. STAFFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE UPDATE 
 
  Paul Shaw, Lead Officer, Northern Service Delivery Group & Fire Investigation, 
provided Members with an overview of staffing levels, shift patterns, volunteers and 
equipment for the fire stations at Leek, Cheadle, Biddulph, Ipstones and Longnor. 
Stations such as the one at Longnor were difficult to crew as the Service preferred staff 
to live within a 5 minute drive from the station itself. 
 
 The new fire station at Leek was due to open in January 2016 and a large 
proportion of this building was intended for use by the community.  A unique 
multiservice response arrangement had been created at the facility in Biddulph which 
incorporated the police, ambulance and fire service. 
 
 Various projects were also underway, which included a fire engine at Hanley 
being designed around what was actually needed and new road traffic and collision 
equipment.   
 
 Members had the opportunity to ask questions and make comments.  To 
summarise, the following points and questions were raised:- 
 

• Members commented how proud they were of the Fire and Rescue Officers 
and what a valuable service they provided; 

• it was hoped that any future cuts would not affect the rural stations in the 
area; 

• if it was possible to reconsider how satellite systems were used as they didn’t 
always provide the quickest route and local knowledge of the area was 
necessary; 

• concern regarding the financial stability of the Fire and Rescue Service and 
Private Finance Initiative Schemes. There seemed to be a lot of investment in 
accommodation, yet resources had dwindled; 

• reliance on neighbouring stations to provide back up, and an incident was 
referred to that occurred at Cheadle; 

• clarification was requested on the location of the Police in Biddulph and when 
the next review of the Fire and Rescue Service would take place. 
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21. STAFFORDSHIRE FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE UPDATE  (CONTINUED) (21) 
 
 The Officer responded, advising that the navigational systems used by the 
Service were called mobile data terminals which were more technical than a satellite 
navigation system. These systems were being refined and updated on an ongoing 
basis.  
 
 There were currently no plans to change the status of the fire stations in Longnor 
or Ipstones and it was confirmed that the fire station in Cheadle was not a Private 
Finance Scheme.  It was planned for the Police to have a base in the multiservice unit 
in Biddulph but the Officer couldn’t comment on the arrangements at the Town Hall.  
 
 The next review, which would include a consultation, was planned to take place 
in 2016 and it was anticipated that further financial savings would be made in the region 
of 25-40%. 
 
 The Fire and Rescue Service was looking at collaboration of services for all 
stations with the Police Crime Commissioner and plans were being made for risk rather 
than demand for the service.  
 
 The Officer was thanked for the informative update and stated that he would be 
happy to attend a future meeting of the Panel.  
 
DECIDED:   That the update be noted and the Officer be invited back to a future 

meeting of the Panel. 
 
 

22.  SYRIAN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT SCHEME 
 

The Panel received a report, introduced by Roger Burnett, Head of Customer 
Services, which outlined the Council’s contribution to the national programme for the 
resettlement of Syrian refugees. 
 
 In September the UK government announced an expansion to the existing Syrian 
Vulnerable Persons Resettlement Scheme to resettle 20,000 Syrian refugees in need of 
protection over a five year period:- 
  

• this was equivalent to 27 refugees per top-tier authority, for instance County 
Councils, per year, although no formal quota was set; 

• the scheme was funded by government grant taken from the overseas aid 
budget with no additional cost to local tax payers; 

• the refugees would be given 5 years humanitarian leave to remain in the 
UK; 

• refugees would be screened for health issues and security cleared in the 
refugee camps in Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey before being accepted by 
the UK government; 
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22.  SYRIAN REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT SCHEME  (CONTINUED) (22) 
 

• the Council was working jointly with Staffordshire County Council and the 
other districts within Staffordshire; 

• the Council's role was to identify suitable available accommodation and  had 
agreed with a Registered Social Landlord for the provision of up to five 
homes in the first year of the programme; 

• support and resettlement including the move to employment was going to be 
provided at County level; 

• Staffordshire County would act as clearing house for nominations from the 
Home Office and would nominate families to the district,  taking into account 
factors such as existing family in the area, school places and closeness to 
medical facilities where needed; 

• This Council would make the final decision on whether to nominate a family 
for housing.  

 
Some Members were concerned about security and requested clarification of 

hard to let properties.  It was confirmed that  security clearance would take place  in the 
refugee camps before being accepted by the UK government  and the properties 
identified were  of reasonable quality but hard to let for reasons such as  3 bedroom 
properties unsuitable for smaller families because of restrictions on housing benefit. 
The impact of the ‘bedroom tax’ was monitored and these statistics could be supplied at 
a later date. 
 
DECIDED:  That the Panel noted the content of the report and the steps outlined to 

assist with the resettlement of up to five family households of refugees 
within Staffordshire Moorlands. 

 
 

23. RESPONSIBILITY FOR BUS SHELTERS 
 

By the request of a Panel Member, Jo Higgins, Property Services Manager, 
provided the Panel with a list of bus shelters in the Moorlands, which confirmed whether 
they were the responsibility of the District or County Council.  
 

The Officer was advised of a damaged bus shelter in Cheadle and it was 
confirmed that this would be looked into. 
 
DECIDED:  That the information be received. 
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24. WORK PROGRAMME (24) 
 

The Panel considered its work programme and agreed the items listed. The 
following items were suggested for future meetings:- 
 

• Contractual Arrangements and Fees at the Parkwood Leisure Centres; 
• An update on the provision of End of Life Care locally. 

 
DECIDED:  That the Panel’s Work Programme for 2015/16 be agreed. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting closed at 4.25 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   Chair     Date 
 


